Building Bridges Between Oregon and Fujian: Twenty Years of the Horner Exchange by Sapon-White, Richard et al.
Portland State University
PDXScholar
Library Faculty Publications and Presentations University Library
4-21-2017
Building Bridges Between Oregon and Fujian: Twenty Years of the
Horner Exchange
Richard Sapon-White
Oregon State University
Veronica Vichit-Vadakan
Oregon College of Oriental Medicine
Jian Wang
Portland State University
Let us know how access to this document benefits you.
Follow this and additional works at: https://pdxscholar.library.pdx.edu/ulib_fac
Part of the Library and Information Science Commons
This Presentation is brought to you for free and open access. It has been accepted for inclusion in Library Faculty Publications and Presentations by an
authorized administrator of PDXScholar. For more information, please contact pdxscholar@pdx.edu.
Citation Details
Sapon-White, R., Vichit-Vadakan, V., and Wang, J. (April 2017). Building Bridges Between Oregon and Fujian: Twenty Years of the
Horner Exchange. Presented at the Oregon Library Association Conference.
Building Bridges Between 
Oregon and Fujian:  
 
 
Presented by  
Richard Sapon-White 
Veronica Vichit-Vadakan 
Jian Wang 
 
Oregon Library Association Conference 
April 21, 2017 
Twenty Years of the Horner Exchange 
Presentation Overview  
• Introductions 
•Background on the Horner Exchange 
• 2016 Exchange 
•Libraries 
•Conversation 
•Sightseeing 
•Food!  
• Current Collaborations 
• Reflections on the Exchange 
• The Future of the Horner Exchange 
Introductions 
Background on the  
Horner Exchange 
Fujian Province 
Dr. Layton 
“Jack” 
Horner 
 
Marian 
Johnsen 
Horner 
 
• Olympian, 1932, 1936 
• Orphanage director, mining company 
bookkeeper, ordained minister, 
conscientious objector 
• Married Marian Johnsen in 
Bremerton, Washington, 1946 
• Postwar Japan 
• Education reforms 
•  “Jack and Betty” books 
• Acting governor of Palau (1950) 
• Author of several books including: 
The Japanese and the Americans and 
On Both Sides of the Pacific 
• Doctorate in Oriental Studies from U. 
Arizona (1973) 
• Fulbright at Oxford University 
• Taught Oriental and Middle Eastern 
studies at UNC and PLU 
Oregon-Fujian Sister Relationship Timeline 
 
1984 - Sister State agreement 
between Fujian and Oregon 
1989 – Sister Library agreement 
between Fujian Provincial Library and 
Oregon State Library  
1992-1993 – Oregon book donation 
to Fujian 
Mae  
Yih 
Kathy  
Greey 
Xi  
Jinping 
 
Establishment of Horner Exchange 
1989 – Dr. Layton Horner makes 
a bequest to the Oregon State 
Library 
1997 – Memorandum of  
Understanding signed 
1998 – First Horner delegates 
exchanged between Fujian and 
Oregon 
Evolution of the Horner Exchange 
In the beginning:  
• One librarian at a time 
• Longer visits 
• Specific project goals 
Currently: 
• 3 librarians from Oregon, 4 from Fujian 
• Once every three years 
• Visit includes: library tours, staff meetings and conversations, presentations, 
visit to library conference, and exposure to cultural, historic and scenic 
landmarks.  
 

2016 Horner Exchange 
Li Fan 
Huaqiao University 
Library 
Lin Yong Xiang 
Fujian Provincial Library 
Liu Xu Zan 
Fujian Provincial 
Library 
Chen Wen Ge 
Quanzhou Municipal  
Library 
Jian 
Wang 
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Dahlgreen 
Veronica 
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Richard 
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2016 Horner Exchange: 
 Libraries  
        & Conversations 
Fujian 
Provincial 
Library 
Xiamen City 
Library 
Quanzhou 
City Library 
FUJIAN PROVINCE 
UNIVERSITY CITY 

Fujian Provincial Library  
meeting at FPL 


Horner Exchange Program Symposium 
 
Exhibit: books build the bridge of friendship 
Letter from Oregon Governor Kate Brown  
Attending annual meeting of the Provincial 
Library Association 
 
XIAMEN UNIVERSITY 
Xiamen University Library (Old Campus) 
Xiamen library branch: zhongshan lib 
Xiamen city library 
Nanjing country library 
WITH QUANZHOU LIBRARY DIRECTORS 
OVERSEAS UNIVERSITY LIBRARY 
JIMEI UNIVERSITY LIBRARY 
XIAMEN UNIVERSITY LIBRARY: NEW 
CAMPUS  
MOVIE THEATERS IN THE LIBRARY 
Fujian Normal University library 
Fujian Normal University library 
Fujian University 
Fujian University of Traditional Chinese 
Medicine 
Fujian University of Traditional Chinese 
Medicine 

Museum of TCM History 
Presentations at Fujian Provincial Library 
Nov. 2, 2016 at Fujian Provincial Library 
Nov. 2, 2016 at Fujian Provincial Library 
Special collections at Fujian Provincial Library 
FAREWELL DINNER WITH FPL STAFF 
2016 Horner Exchange: 
 Sightseeing  
        & Food 
Fujian Tulou: A UNESCO World 
Heritage Site 




 Chest-Slapping Dance 
Performance at Confucian Temple, Quanzhou 
Puppetry 
Quanzhou: City of Religions 
Guandi Temple (Taoism) 
Qingjing Mosque 
(Islam) 
1009 CE 
Chengtian Monastery (Buddhist) 
Statue of Lao Tzu on Mount Qingyuan 
circa 1000 CE 
TEA 
My 
Breakfast 
Richard Attends a Bar Mitzvah in Shanghai! 
Former Secretary Blumenthal’s Childhood 
Home in Shanghai 
GULANGYU ISLAND 
QUIET STREETS 
FOREIGN BOOK STORE 
A Feast at Every Meal 
Breakfast in Fuzhou 
Sandworm Jelly  
(土筍凍) 
 
Current Collaborations 
Jimei University Library 
Oregon State University Library 
Xiamen University 
Portland State University 

Oregon College of Oriental Medicine 
Fujian TCM University 
Xiamen Municipal Library  
Fort Vancouver Regional Library 
Reflections 
Was It Worth It? 
•Solidified relationships with colleagues in Fujian 
•Prospect of new joint endeavors in the future 
•Exposure to modern China 
•Innovations learned:  
•Reserved seating 
•24-hour mini-libraries 
•Decontamination of books 
•Active capture of vanishing customs and crafts 
“When we focus on developing personal 
relationships and cultivating mutual respect for and 
understanding of each other’s cultures, our 
economies will thrive together. Let’s continue that 
growth, together, for many generations to come… 
I believe Oregon and China have much to offer each 
other—we are communities linked with shared 
economic goals and cultural values.” 
 
Governor Kate Brown 
Future of the  
Exchange 
• Oregon and Fujian committed to 
maintaining relationship 
• New sources of funding 
• Alternate forms of professional 
exchange 
 
Horner Exchange:  
Looking Ahead 
Thank You!  
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